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PENNSYLVANIA COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY
PROJECT PROFILE REPORT

1999

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Penn College Project Profile report provides a series of comparative analyses of student
demographics and related information collected through the student admissions and registration
process. The study was first developed in 1985. Reports were initially produced annually, now
they are published every two to three years. In addition to comparing students across five
successive Fall semesters, the report compares several student sub-populations: degree and non-
degree; full-time and part-time; new and returning. For the first time this year, the study also
compares adults to traditional-aged students. Following are major findings of the study:

traditional-age (under 25), male, middle and upper-income enrollments are all growing;

adult, female, low-income and first-generation college student enrollments are all in decline;

enrollments from the local 10-county region, particularly Lycoming County, are steadily declining;

most Penn College students continue to come from the middle and bottom thirds of their high school
classes, despite steady increases in family income (family income is typically correlated with high
school achievement);

part-time and non-degree enrollments are in decline;

expectations about holding a job while in college have remained consistent, despite declines in adults
and part-time students (part-time adult students are typically most likely to hold jobs while in college);

adults, females, minorities and other students expecting to hold full-time jobs are much more likely
to enroll part-time;

adult students are much more likely to be female or non-white or from low-income families;

more students now learn about Penn College from their peers (current and former students) than they do
from any other source;

fewer students are enrolling for transfer preparation goals, probably due, in part, to growth in the
College's B.S. opportunities.

Readers are encouraged to explore the details of these and other findings within the body of this
report.
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PENNSYLVANIA COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY
PROJECT PROFILE REPORT

1999

INTRODUCTION

The Project Profile Report is a bi-annual document that provides a series of comparative reports
on student demographics and related characteristics.

Specifically, this Report presents results of descriptive analyses performed on data collected
from Pennsylvania College of Technology (Penn College) student admissions applications and
questionnaires. This method yields nearly a 100% response rate.

Project Profile 1999 contains data for the Fall semesters 1995 through and including 1999. The
Project Profile Report is separated into six distinct sections:

Part I Executive summary
Part II Introduction
Part III Analysis and findings
Part [V Methodology
Part V Summary data tables
Part VI Appendix

The summary data tables, presented in detailed five-year, longitudinal formats, include:

Table 1 Total Student Population
Table 2 Degree-Seeking Population
Table 3 - Non-Degree-Seeking Population
Table 4 - Full-Time, Degree-Seeking Population
Table 5 - Part-Time, Degree-Seeking Population
Table 6 - New, Degree-Seeking Population
Table 7 - Returning, Degree-Seeking Population
Table 8 - Total Traditional-Age Population
Table 9 - Total Adult Population

Given the growing interest in older adult student populations compared to traditional-aged
students, Tables 8 and 9 have been created and make their debut in this Project Profile Report.

Background and Definitions

This Fall 1999 Report represents the fourteenth year that Project Profile has been in use. The
Strategic Planning and Research Office performed the data analysis. The data are collected
directly from the students' applications and an attached admissions survey (refer to appendix) as
part of the Penn College admissions process.

Originally, in 1985, the College sought to compile a series of useful, comparative reports
focusing on student demography and various related characteristics. The efforts resulted in the
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Project Profile reports. In the earlier reports, data were analyzed to produce descriptive statistics
for the degree and non-degree student populations.

By 1987, with improved data analysis programs, the generated output became more informative,
as well as complex. Statistical tests and comparative analyses were generated for a variety of
combined factors stemming from student populations including: a) school/ major, b) full-time
versus part-time students, and c) new versus returning students.

During the 1990's, Project Profile has remained similar to earlier versions. In recent years,
interest and concern about the non-traditional, adult student population has grown. For purposes
of this report, adult students have been defined as individuals aged 25 years and older. Due to a
variety of socio-economic reasons, progressively fewer adults are enrolling in courses and
majors offered at Penn College. In response, Penn College is committed to better meet the needs
of these students, as well as those of all other students. To help achieve these goals, the College
needs to compare and contrast the characteristics of younger and older students.

The adult students, as with the younger traditional students (aged 17 to 24 years)are classified
as either degree or non-degree seeking, full-time or part-time, and new or returning degree-
seeking students. For purposes here, these classifications are defined as follows. A degree-
seeking student is a student actively enrolled in a major leading to either a certificate, or an
associate or baccalaureate degree. A non-degree-seeking student is a student not actively
enrolled in a major leading to a certificate or degree. These students often enroll in various
courses for personal enrichment.

Full-time students are defined as those enrolled for 12 or more semester credit hours. In
contrast, the part-time students enroll with less than 12 semester credit hours.

The new degree-seeking students are those who are enrolling at Penn College for the first time,
or have discontinued enrollment for two or more years (re-enrollees). This includes students
who transfer from another institution. The returning students are the persisters, students who
maintain continuous enrollment and tend to graduate with their entering cohort. In brief, a
cohort is a group, e.g., students of a class year, travelling together through time, in some
organized fashion for tracking purposes.

7
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Part HI ANALYSIS AND FINDINGS

Overview of Analysis

Part V presents nine data tables. Table 1 Total Student Population shows five years of
comparative data. The overall format is the same for all nine tables and so a general overview of
Table 1 serves as a guide for the other data tables.

The first page of Table 1 lists frequencies of selected demographic characteristics such as sex,
age, race/ ethnicity, and the area/ original county of residence. The second page lists annual
family income, family size, family college background, and family Penn College background.
Family college background refers to whether the applicant will be the first in their family to
attend college. Similarly, family Penn College background refers to whether the applicant will
be the first in their family to attend Penn College.

The third page lists other additional profile variables selected from admissions data including
father's and mother's education level, academic/financial disadvantaged status, high school rank,
and high school major.

The fourth page identifies competitive admissions variables: applied to other colleges, accepted
to other colleges, prior college experience, and how the student found out about Penn College.
Page five continues with profile variables: when first considered attending Penn College, when
decided to enroll at Penn College, primary goal of attending college, and primary reason for
choosing Penn College. These responses have potential use for marketing purposes.

The last page of Table 1 offers data regarding the students' potential plans while enrolled at Penn
College: intend to be employed while in college, academic school/ campus, and credit load.

The data presented were the most accurate available at the time of the analyses. Moreover, these
statistics suggest many areas for further investigations and readers are encouraged to review the
contents and raise further questions. Source data are located in the Strategic Planning and
Research office.

Findings

Total Student Population

Table 1 Total Student Population contains a set of Profile variables that were used in analyses
throughout this report. The first Profile item, sex, indicates a significant decline in the number of
female students enrolled at Penn College. In 1995, 2035 (43.0%) female students enrolled, while
in 1999, the number of female students fell to 1863 (34.6%). Inversely, the male student
population increased from 2693 (57.0%) in 1995, to 3523 (65.4%) in 1999. Possible program-
related explanations for the female-male enrollment trends will be discussed later.
Trends in student age and geographic origin might also be related to the female-male enrollment
shift. The traditional-aged (under 25) student population has grown from two-thirds to three-
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fourths of total enrollments. In contrast, the actual number of adult students has fallen from 1617
in 1995 to 1335. The majority of adult students are typically female, suggesting that the sex and
age trends are interrelated. However, Project Profile programming does not provide for the
correlation analyses needed to test this hypothesis.

While the majority of College students continue to come from the 10-county north-central region
of the state, the proportion has steadily declined from 65% in 1995 to 55%. About half of this
decline is specifically due to Lycoming County enrollments, down from 36% to 31%. Again,
most adults and many female students typically come from the local region, suggesting that age,
sex and geographic enrollment trends are all interrelated.

The racial/ethnic mix of Penn College students has remained consistent during the past five
years. Minority populations have consistently accounted for about 4% of total enrollments.

For the variables regarding family, the general College student population is increasingly coming
from families with characteristics more typical of traditional college students. More students are
coming from families with annual incomes of $30,000 or more (1995 = 45.0%; 1999 = 61.8%).
Only about half of this increase can be attributed to inflation.

More students are coming from families with three or more members (1995 = 84.6%; 1999 =
88.3%), while fewer (1995 = 15.2%; 1999 = 11.6%) of the students are coming from households
of only one or two. More students (1995 = 60.8%; 1999 = 66.8%) are enrolling who are not the
first in their families to attend college. However, the majority of the students (69.0% to 72.8%)
were first in their families to attend Penn College.

The majority of fathers (62.9% to 55.3%) and mothers (64.7% to 55.7%) held only a high school
diploma or less. However, educational levels of students' parents have been increasing. In 1995,
37.1% of the fathers and 35.5% of the mothers had some college education. By 1999, the figures
increased such that 2128 (44.7%) of the fathers and 2147 (44.2%) of the mothers were college
educated. It is likely that improved educational levels relate to the increase in family incomes.

While some socio-economic traits of Penn College students are improving, others are not.
Numerous national studies have documented the correlation between family socioeconomic
background and educational achievement (Duncan et al, 1972; Sewell & Hauser, 1975;
Adelman, 1994). However, improvements in socioeconomic status of Penn College students
have not been accompanied by any substantial improvement in prior educational achievement.

In 1995, 78.3% of the total student population was identified as being academically or financially
disadvantaged. Despite some yearly fluctuation, by 1999, the proportion remained at 78.0%.
Considering that family income data show a definite increase, we would expect to see a decline
in this measure, if income status was correlated with academic preparation. Similarly, the
majority of College students continue to be ranked in either the middle (34.3% to 38.8%) or the
bottom (42.0% to 36.9%) third of their high school graduating class.

The majority of students (42.4% to 50.5%) increasingly enrolled in academic high school
curricula. All other high school majors have declined from 1995 to 1999. The general education
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curriculum ranked second (32.9% to 30.5%) and the vocational curriculum ranked third (12.5%
to 11.5%). Business majors have declined the most, from 12.2% to 7.6% in 1999.

Other profile variables were analyzed such as whether or not the students applied to other
colleges and if they had any prior college experiences. The majority (78.0% to 74.0%) had not
applied to any other post-secondary educational institution. The majority of the students (72.0%
to 70.0%) also stated that they had no previous college experience.

Moreover, the students were queried on how they found out about Penn College. The proportion
learning about Penn College from current or former students has more than doubled (13.3% to
28.7%). Part, but not all, of this increase might be due to a change in the survey. The response
option "relative/friend" was removed from the survey after 1995, when it was the top response
(17%). Other primary responses were: information from a high school or vo-tech counselor
(14.6% to 15.0%), high school or vo-tech teachers (6.7% to 10.0%), and parents (5.6% to
11.8%). Fewer students are indicating unspecified ("other") sources (19% to 14%).

Further profile variables focused on the students' interests for Penn College. They were asked
when had they first considered attending Penn College and the response proportions indicated
within the last three months (43.1% to 41.1%) as the common choice. About two-thirds
consistently decided to enroll at Penn College within two months of the time they applied.

Probably related to the growth in traditional college age (under 25) students, who tend to lack
any 'real job' experience, the proportion of students enrolled for the primary goal of preparing for
their first job grew substantially (43.1% to 57.3%). Upgrading skills for advancement ranked
second (20.2% to 16.2%). Transfer preparation has declined as a student goal since 1995 (13.6%
to 6.8%). Part of this decrease is probably due to expanding B.S. opportunities at the College.

An increasing majority of the total student population (56.7% to 62.3%) further stated that their
primary reason for choosing Penn College was for the programs and/or course choices available.
The convenient location of the College (23.3% to 18.5%) and instructional quality (14.7% to
10.7%), ranking second and third respectively, have both been in decline. Affordable cost (4.2%
to 4.4%) and graduate placement history (1.1% to 4.1%) were ranked last in choices.

The students were asked if they intended to be employed while they attended college and if so,
for how many hours per week. The majority of students (71.0% to 69.8%) had planned on
working and most (28.9% to 33.7%) intended to be employed 11 to 20 hours per week. Despite
the decline in adult students, who are typically most likely to be employed, employment
expectations have remained steady over the past five years.

The two final Profile variables concerned Penn College's academic schools/campuses and credit
loads. For the past five years, despite minor fluctuations, the most frequently chosen majors
were in Business and Computer Technologies (16.3% to 18.4%: these figures present low-to-
high ranges not the time range). Construction and Design Technologies (15.4% to 16.8%),
Health Sciences (13.2% to 16.2%), and Integrated Studies (13.9% to 14.7%) programs followed
as the most commonly selected majors. Over the five-year longitudinal period, an increasing
majority of students (75.5% to 79.7%) enrolled with full-time credit loads.
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Part of the decrease in female students noted earlier can be attributed to a decline in Health
Science enrollments. Health majors have traditionally enrolled a large majority of female
students, and total Health enrollments have dropped from 747 in 1995 to 713. However, this
does not totally explain the shift in female-male enrollments. Business and Computer majors
had also typically enrolled a female majority. However, since 1995, the proportion of female
Business and Computer students has dropped from 63% to 45%.

These Profile data were further selected in sub-populations and analyzed. The following sections
present these findings.

Degree-Seeking and Non-Degree-Seeking Student Populations

Table 2 Degree-Seeking Population and Table 3 Non-Degree-Seeking Population data were
compared and the following trends were identified. The total degree-seeking population steadily
increased in size from 4539 (96.1%) in 1995 to 5252 in 1999 (97.5%). Inversely, the non-degree
population decreased in size from 189 (3.9%) in 1995 to 134 (2.5%) in 1999.

In addition, while the age statistics of the degree-seeking population mirrored that of the total
student population, the statistics for the non-degree student population yielded a difference in age
proportions. Non-degree students were more likely than degree-seeking students to be aged 30
years or older. Thus, it would appear reasonable to suggest that there may be a correlation
between the decline in adult enrollments and the decline in non-degree students.

Full-Time and Part-Time Degree-Seeking Student Populations

Table 4 Full-Time Degree-Seeking Population and Table 5 Part-Time Degree-Seeking
Population were compared. Note that the findings related to full-time degree-seeking students
were similar to the total student population. The part-time degree-seeking population reflected,
in some areas, a different image of results.

Part-time degree-seeking students were statistically more likely than full-time students to be
female. They tended to be older than the full-time students. It would be reasonable to
hypothesize that the declines in part-time female and adult students are inter-related.

There tends to be a slightly higher proportion of African-American students enrolled part-time
(4.4%) as opposed to full-time (1.6%). This may be related to the fact that most black students
come from the local area, and local students are more likely to enroll part-time.

The largest segme.nt (consistently around one-third) of part-time degree-seeking students attend
Penn College to upgrade skills for job advancement, while preparation for a first job has
increased as the second choice (24.3% to 29.4%). Part-time degree-seeking students expect to be
employed 30 or more hours per week (consistently around 36%), compared to full-time students,
who most likely expect to be employed between 11 to 20 hours per week.
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New and Returning Degree-Seeking Student Populations

When comparing New Degree-Seeking Population (Table 6) and Returning Degree-Seeking
Population (Table 7), the findings closely mirrored the Total Student Population results.

Traditionally Aged Students and Adult Student Populations

As noted earlier, Table 8 Traditional Age Population and Table 9 Adult Population are new data
tables presented in this year's Project Profile report for the first time. These tables were
compared to the Total Student Population data and with one another. Based on these data, some
important differences were noted. Unlike the adult population, the traditional-aged student data
closely resembled that of the total student population. The adult student population differed in
several areas of analysis, which are discussed in the remainder of this section.

Generally, the adult population tended to be comprised of a disproportionate, but declining
percentage (61.3% to 56.0%) of female students. The percentage of African-Americans and
other adult minorities (7%) were consistently greater than were those of the total student
population (4%). Most adult students tend to come from the local area, but the proportions are in
decline: Lycoming County (54% to 48%); 10-county north-central region (86% to 79%). Family
income tended to be less than $30,000 per year (74% to 64%). Most of this decline in low-
income adult students can be attributed to inflation.

The primary goal of attending college for adult students was to retrain for a new career (34.2% to
38.6%), compared to 12% for the total population. Adults tended to consistently select Penn
College based on program/ course choice (49%), and location/ convenience (35%), but compared
to the total population they were much more likely to choose the latter reason (19%). Similar to
the part-time population, adults tended to be employed 30 or more hours per week (32% to 35%).

As noted throughout this report, several of these factors could possibly be inter-related. The
adult student is more likely to be a female, or a racial minority, or from a lower income family
than the traditional-aged Penn College student. Therefore, the enrollment decline in adult
students may be associated with the decline in female and low-income populations.

In concluding this findings section, readers are invited to review the accompanying data tables to
confirm the findings as discussed above and to possibly note any additional findings and trends
not previously listed.
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Part IV METHODOLOGY

As noted previously, the Project Profile report was originally developed in 1985, and has been
periodically revised and published. The Appendix includes the latest version of the student
application questionnaire. This survey tool along with data gathered from students' Penn College
application forms yield nearly a 100% response rate. The Fall 1999 sample size total was 5386
(at the original time of the data analysis).

Also noted earlier, the Project Profile report contains five years of comparative data. The other
four years' sample size totals were as follows: 1998: n = 5305; 1997: n = 5019; 1996: n = 4759;
and 1995: n = 4728.

Admissions staff routinely enter student responses from the Penn College applications and
admissions questionnaires into the IBM AS/400 mainframe database. Data analyses were
performed on selected fields, characteristics and variables of interest. The findings of the
performed analyses were based on statistical test results at a significance level of alpha < .05.
Because the application and surveys are periodically revised, and both new and returning
students are included over a five-year period, not all of the respondents have the opportunity to
be issued the same set of questions. Appropriate analytical adjustments have been made.

The obtained data were entered into tables in Microsoft Excel spreadsheet files and printed out.
These tables are offered in the next section of the report.

References

Adelman, C. (1994). Lessons of a generation. San Francisco: Jossey-Bass.

Duncan, 0., Featherman, D., & Duncan, B. (1972). Socioeconomic background and
achievement. New York: Seminar Press.
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By collecting the following information Penn College can plan programs and services to benefit you and other students. The data collected
will not be used in the admissions process and will have no effect on your acceptance at Penn College. Thank you for your help.

Please circle the most appropriate response.

1. What is your primary reason for choosing to enroll at Penn College?

a. Choice of major d. Graduate placement
and courses history

b. Quality of instruction e. Location

c. Affordable cost f. Other (specify)

2. What is your primary goal in attending Penn College?
a. Preparing for first job d. Transferring to another
b. Retraining for a new career college/university

c. Upgrading current skills to e. Personal interest
advance in your field 1. Other (specify)

3. Do you intend to be employed outside your home while attending
Penn College?

a. Yes b. No
If yes, please indicate the number of hours you intend to work
while attending College.

a. Full-Time d. 11-20 Hours Weekly

b. 31-40 Hours Weekly e. 1-10 Hours Weekly

c. 21-30 Hours Weekly

4. Have you also applied to another college?

a. Yes b. No
If yes, please indicate your first choice

5. Have you been accepted at another college?

a. Yes b. No
If yes, please indicate your first choice

6. When did you first seriously consider attending Penn College?
a. Within the last three months
b. Three to six months ago

c. Six to twelve months ago
d. Twelve to eighteen months ago
e. Eighteen or more months ago

7. When did you decide to enroll at Penn College?
a. Within the last two months d. Nine to twelve months ago
b. Three to four months ago e. Over one year ago
c. Five to nine months ago

Comments

8. How many people are in your immediate family, including
yourself?

9. Please estimate your annual household income.
(This information will be kept confidential.)

a. Less than $5,999

b. $6.000 $18,999

c. $19,000 $29,999

d. $30,000 $39,999
e. 540,000 $49,999
f. more than $50,000

10. Are you the first person in your immediate family to attend college?

a. Yes b. No

11. Have any other members of your family ever attended Penn
College, Williamsport Area Community College or Williamsport'
Technical Institute?

a. Yes b. No If yes, please specify:

Name

Relation

Name

Relation

12. Please indicate your parents' educational history below.
(Check appropriate slot.)

Parent's Highest Educational Level

Mother
a. Less than high school

b. High School

c. Some college
d. Two-year degree

e. Bachelor's degree
f. Master's degree

g. Doctorate or equivalent

13. How did you find out about Penn
a. Penn College student or

former student

b. Parent

c. Penn College admissions
recruiter

d. Penn College faculty
e. High School counselor
f. High School teacher

g
h

k

n

0

College?

Father

. Vo-tech counselor

. Vo-tech teacher

. Open House

. Newspaper

. Radio

. TV

. College Catalog

. Internet

. Other (specify)

I certify that all information provided is complete and accurate.

Signature Date

Before mailing this application, please be sure that you have:

Requested your high school transcript (or GED) to be sent to the Office of Admissions.
Requested all college transcripts and descriptions of courses to be sent to the Office of Admissions.
Included your non-refundable check for $50.00 made payable to Pennsylvania College of Technology.
Completed the application. Incomplete applications will delay the acceptance process.
Indicated major.
If enrolling in a bachelor degree (B.S.) major, submitted SAT/ACT scores.
If enrolling as an international student, submitted TOEFL scores.
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